ndments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as shown below. 

1-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) A process for producing polyester^ wh i ch comprisos 
comprising adding a polymerization catalyst d e scrib e d i n claim 1 in a polycondensation 
reaction, esterification reaction or transesterification reaction between components 
comprising at least a polyfunctional alcohol and at least a polyfunctional carboxylic acid 
or ester-forming derivative of a polyfunctional carboxylic acid to produce the polyester; 
and obtaining the polyester, wherein the polymerization catalyst comprises an aluminum 
substance and a phosphorus compound, wherein the aluminum substance is selected 
from the group consisting of aluminum carboxylates, aluminum salts of an inorganic 
acid and aluminum chelate compounds, and wherein the phosphorus compound has an 
aromatic ring structure . 

10. (Currently amended) A polym e rizat i on catalyst process for producing 
polyester, comprising adding a polymerization catalyst in a polycondensation reaction, 
esterification reaction or transesterification reaction between components comprising at 
least a polyfunctional alcohol and at least a polyfunctional carboxylic acid or ester- 
forming derivative of a polyfunctional carboxylic acid to produce the polyester; and 
obtaining the polyester, wherein the polymerization catalyst comprises compr i s i ng an 
aluminum substance and at least one phosphorus compound, wherein the aluminum 
substance is selected from the group consisting of aluminum carboxylates, aluminum 



salts of an inorganic acid and aluminum chelate compounds and wherein the at least 
one phosphorus compound is at least a phosphinic acid compound having an aromatic 
ring structure 

11-18. (Canceled). 

1 9. (Currently amended) A The process of claim 9 f for producing po l y e st e r wh i ch 
compr i s e s add i ng a cata l yst d e scr i bed in cla i m 5 in a po l ycond e nsat i on r e action, 
e st e rificat i on r e action or trans e st e rif i cation r e action b e tw e en compon e nts compr i sing at 
l o ast a polyfunct i ona l alcohol and at l e ast a polyfunctiona l carboxyl i c acid or ostor 
form i ng d e rivativ e of a po l yfunctiona l carboxyl i c acid to produc e th e poly e st e r 
wherein the phosphorus compound is at least one compound selected from the group 
consisting of the compounds represented by anyone of Formulae (1) to (3): 
(Formula 1 ) 

P(=0)R 1 (0R 2 )(0R3) 
(Formula 2) 

P(=0)R 1 R 4 (0R3) 
(Formula 3) 

P(=Q)R 1 R 5 r6 

wherein R 1 , R 4 , r5 and R 6 independently represent hydrogen, a C i ,50 hydrocarbon 
group, and a C 1 -50 hydrocarbon group containing a hydroxyl group, a halogen group, 

an alkoxv group or amino group, and R 2 and R 3 independently represent hydrogen or a 

3 



Cj_in hydrocarbon group, wherein the hydrocarbon group may contain an alicvclic 
structure or an aromatic ring structure . 

20. (Currently amended) A The process of claim 9. for producing po l y e st e r Which 
comprises adding a catalyst doscribod i n cla i m 7 in a polycondensation roact i on, 
e st e r i fication r e action or trans e st e rificat i on r e act i on compon e nts compris i ng at le ast a 
polyfunct i ona l alcohol and at l e ast a polyfunctiona l carboxyl i c ac i d or e ster - form i ng 
dorivativo of a po l vfunctiona l carboxvlic acid to produco tho polvostor wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combination with the polymerization catalyst . 

21 . (Currently amended) The po l ym e r i zat i on cata l yst according to process of 
claim 10, wherein one or more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group 
consisting of alkali metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or 
compounds thereof are co e xistent used in combination with the polymerization catalyst 
th e r e with . 

22-29. (Canceled). 

30. (Currently amended) A process for producing polyester^ which compr i s e s 
comprising adding a polymerization catalyst d e scrib e d in claim A in a polycondensation 
reaction, esterification reaction or transesterification reaction between components 
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comprising at least a polyfunctional alcohol and at least a polyfunctional carboxylic acid 
or ester-forming derivative of a polyfunctional carboxylic acid to produce the polyester; 
and obtaining the polyester, wherein the polymerization catalyst comprises an aluminum 
substance and at least one phosphorus compound, wherein the aluminum substance is 
selected from the group consisting of aluminum carboxvlates. aluminum salts of an ; 
inorganic acid and aluminum chelate compounds and wherein the at least one 
phosphorus compound is at least a phosphonic acid compound having an aromatic ring 
structure. 



31 . (Currently amended) A The process of claim 30 f for producing poly e st e r 
which compr i ses add i ng a catalyst d e scr i b e d i n claim 6 in a polycondonsation react i on, 
e ster i ficat i on r ea ction or trans e st e rificat i on r e action compon e nts compr i s i ng at le ast a 
polyfunctional alcohol and at l oast a po l yfunct i onal carboxy li c ac i d or e ster forming 
d e r i vativ e of a polyfunct i onal carboxy li c ac i d to produc e th e po l y e ster wherein the at 
least one phosphorus compound is at least a compound represented by the formula 
below: 

P(=Q)R 1 fOR 2 )(OR 3 ) 

wherein R 2 and R3 independently represent hydrogen or a C -| _1 q hydrocarbon group, 
wherein the hydrocarbon group may contain an alicyclic structure or an aromatic ring 
structure, and wherein R 1 is a group having an aromatic ring structure . 

32. (Canceled). 
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33. (Currently amended) A The process of claim 30 f for producing po l yester 
which comprises add i ng a catalyst d e scribed i n cla i m 14 i n a po l ycond e nsat i on react i on, 
ostor i ficat i on react i on or transost e rif i cation reaction components compr i s i ng at le ast a 
polyfunct i on a l a l cohol and at l east a polyfunctional carboxylic acid or ester - forming - 
d e r i vat i v e of a polvfunctiona l carboxv l ic acid to produce the po l y e ster wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combinaton with the polymerization catalyst . 

34. (Canceled). 

35. (Currently amended) A The process of claim 31, for produc i ng po l y e st e r 
which compris e s add i ng a cata l yst d e scrib e d in c l a i m 16 in a po l ycond e nsat i on r e action, 
est e r i fication reaction or transosterif i cat i on reaction components comprising at l e ast a 
po l yfunctional alcoho l and at least a po l yfunct i onal carboxyl i c acid or ester form i ng 
d o r i vativo of a polvfunctional carboxvlic acid to produce the po l yester wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combination with the polymerization catalyst . 

36. (Currently amended) A The process of claim 19, for producing poly e st e r 
wh i ch compr i s e s add i ng a catalyst d e scr i b e d i n c lai m 15 i n a po l ycond e nsat i on r e act i on, 
e st e r i f i cat i on r e act i on or transest e r i f i cat i on reaction compon e nts compr i s i ng at le ast a 
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polyfunctional a l cohol and at least a po l yfunctiona l carboxylic acid or ostor forming 
d o r i vat i v o of a polyfunct i onal carboxv l ic acid to produco tho po l yest e r wherein one or 
more metals and/or metal compounds selected from the group consisting of alkali 
metals or compounds thereof and alkaline earth metals or compounds thereof are used 
in combination-with the polymerization catalyst . 

37. (Currently amended) The polym e r i zat i on cata l yst according to process of 
claim 9 4-, wherein the aluminum carboxylates are selected from aluminum formate, 
aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum oxalate, aluminum acrylate, 
aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, aluminum trichloroacetate, 
aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, and aluminum salicylate, wherein the aluminum 
salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, aluminum hydroxide, 
aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum phosphate and aluminum 
phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds are selected from 
aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl acetoacetate, and 
aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

38. (Currently amended) The polymerizat i on cata l yst accord i ng to process of 
claim 30 [[[4]]], wherein the aluminum carboxylates are selected from aluminum 
formate, aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum oxalate, aluminum 
acrylate, aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, aluminum 
trichloroacetate, aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, and aluminum salicylate, wherein 
the aluminum salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, aluminum 
hydroxide, aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum phosphate 
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and aluminum phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds are 
selected from aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl 
acetoacetate, and aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

39. (Currently amended) The polym e rization cata l yst according to process of 
claim 10, wherein the aluminum carboxylates are selected from aluminum formate, 
aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum oxalate, aluminum acrylate, 
aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, aluminum trichloroacetate, 
aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, and aluminum salicylate, wherein the aluminum 
salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, aluminum hydroxide, 
aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum phosphate and aluminum 
phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds are selected from 
aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl acetoacetate, and 
aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

40-42. (Canceled) 

43. (New) The process of claim 19, wherein the aluminum carboxylates are 
selected from aluminum formate, aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum 
oxalate, aluminum acrylate, aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate, 
aluminum trichloroacetate, aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, and aluminum salicylate, 
wherein the aluminum salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, 
aluminum hydroxide, aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum 
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phosphate and aluminum phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds 
are selected from aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl 
acetoacetate, and aluminum ethyl acetqacetate di-isopropoxide. 

44. (New) The process of claim 3/1, wherein the aluminum carboxylates are 
selected from aluminum formate, aluminum acetate, aluminum propionate, aluminum 
oxalate, aluminum acrylate, aluminum laurate, aluminum stearate, aluminum benzoate,' 
aluminum trichloroacetate, aluminum lactate, aluminum citrate, and aluminum salicylate, 
wherein the aluminum salts of an inorganic acid are selected from aluminum chloride, 
aluminum hydroxide, aluminum hydroxide chloride, aluminum carbonate, aluminum 
phosphate and aluminum phosphonate, and wherein the aluminum chelate compounds 
are selected from aluminum acetylacetonate, aluminum acetylacetate, aluminum ethyl 
acetoacetate, and aluminum ethyl acetoacetate di-isopropoxide. 

45. (New) The process of claim 9, further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 

46. (New) The process of claim 10, further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 
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47. (New) The process of claim 19, further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 

48. (New) The process of claim 30, further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 

49. (New) The process of claim 31 , further comprising adding an antimony 
compound and a germanium compound in the polycondensation reaction, esterification 
reaction or transesterification reaction. 
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